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HELLO !
•@mikaelaloach on Instagram
• Climate justice and antiracism activist
• Podcast co-host at The Yikes Podcast 

(@theyikespodcast)
• 4th Year Medical Student at The 

University of Edinburgh 



DEFINITIONS



BIPOC
Black, Indigenous, People of Colour



SYSTEMS OF 
OPPRESSION

White supremacy, patriarchy, cis-gender and 
heterosexual normativity, the class system and more are 

all systems which exist in our world which OPPRESS 
SOME AND PRIVILEGE OTHERS. 

These systems of oppression result in discrimination and 
harm (e.g. racism, transphobia, classism, sexism etc).  



WHAT IS CLIMATE 
CHANGE?

“Climate change” is a term which refers to the way that 
increasing global temperatures and changes to our 
atmosphere are causing changes to our climate. These 
changes range from more EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS, 
NATURAL DISASTERS, SEA LEVEL RISE TO BLEACHING OF 
CORAL REEFS and SPECIES EXTINCTION. 



WHAT IS CLIMATE 
CHANGE?

Some of these changes in our climate are natural. Global 
temperatures do naturally fluctuate. However, the 
changes we have seen over recent years are not 
“natural”. We are seeing dramatic fluctuations in 
weather and global warming at an ALARMING RATE. The 
more the planet warms, the worse the impacts. 



WHAT IS CLIMATE 
CHANGE?

These changes are a result of HUMAN ACTIVITY. The 
burning of fossil fuels (oil, gas and coal) to power a lot of 
our world releases things called “greenhouse gases” into 
the atmosphere. These gases trap heat, causing 
warming. 



WHAT IS CLIMATE 
CHANGE?



WHAT ARE THE 
IMPACTS OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE? 
• Increased natural disasters: hurricanes, tsunamis, droughts, 

flooding 

• This can lead to INCREASED FOOD INSECURITY and FAMINES, 
WHOLE NATIONS BEING SUBMERGED in water, INCREASED 
CONFLICTS WORLDWIDE, MASS WILDFIRES like the ones we 
saw in Australia and Los Angeles



WHAT ARE THE 
IMPACTS OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE? 
Climate change has significant HEALTH IMPACTS also. These are 
linked to the other impacts mentioned. Through a lens of 
health, we also see how THE IMPACTS OF THE CLIMATE CRISIS 
ARE NOT FELT EQUALLY BY ALL PEOPLE.

Those who have already been made more vulnerable in this 
world will experience these impacts first and worst. 



WHAT ARE THE 
IMPACTS OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE? 







WHAT IS 
CLIMATE 
JUSTICE?

A framework which understands that how the 
climate crisis impacts people is dependent 
upon SYSTEMS OF OPPRESSION. People are 
not impacted equally by the climate crisis. 



WHY SHOULD WE CARE? 
HOW DOES THIS CONNECT 
TO MIGRANT RIGHTS? 

CLIMATE CHANGE is set to be the most significant 
driver of displacement in the future.

CLIMATE CHANGE threatens migrant rights. 

CLIMATE JUSTICE provides a way to enhance migrant 
rights and tackle the climate crisis.



INTERSECTIONALITY
The term Intersectional was first coined by DR KIMBERLEE 
CRENSHAW, in reference to the way that Black women are 
oppressed. It is a framework which recognises the interconnected nature 

of social categorizations such as RACE, CLASS AND GENDER 
as they apply to a given individual or group, regarded as creating 
overlapping and interdependent SYSTEMS OF OPPRESSION.

It is a framework which recognises that multiple systems of oppression 
exist and we must acknowledge all of them in our work.

IF WE ARE NOT INTERSECTIONAL IN OUR CLIMATE WORK, 
WE OPEN SPACE FOR OPPRESSION. 



WHAT SHOULD I 
DO? Come along to the rest of these talks. Pay 

attention to climate news and get involved with 
climate campaigning. 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
@CLIMATEINCOLOUR
@EARTHRISE.STUDIO 

The Yikes Podcast 

@MIKAELALOACH
@THEYIKESPODCAST


